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As the leaves start to turn in the cooler 
weather, we refocus our thoughts on 
the change of seasons. One change 
in fall is that baseball is winding down 
with a GREAT season for the Milwaukee 
Brewers. Thinking of baseball, our 
Grunau team in Pittsburgh helped the 
Pirates with fire protection for their 
stadium (See article on back cover).

For the change of seasons in the upper 
Midwest, customers also will be turning 
up the heat on their thermostats soon. 
If you have an interest to save on fuel 
costs and become a greener facility, 
Grunau can install alternatives such 
as geothermal or solar systems. We 
highlighted each on page 2 of this 
newsletter. Grunau has eight LEED 
accredited professionals on our team 
who can design the best system to 
meet your sustainability goals.

Regarding our country’s more  
traditional energy sources, you may  
be interested to know that Grunau  
has installed fire protection at a few 
coal-fired power plants (See the 
featured article to the right).

While switching from primarily cooling 
to heating during this change of 
seasons, you may need Service on your 
existing HVAC system to ensure optimal 
performance. With more than 90 years 
of reputable service in mechanical 
systems, Grunau has the experience 
and professionalism to do the job right.

And finally, in our fall issue, we 
recognize our team. One of our team 
gave Grunau recognition for helping to 
successfully integrate his military and 
Grunau careers. Read about details of 
this Patriots Award on page 3. Also, 
we feature a group photo recognizing 
employee length of service during our 
2011 Summer Picnic at the Milwaukee 
County Zoo. It is this internal length 
of service that allows us to create the 
external long-term relationships with our 
customers that are so vital to success.  
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Protecting the Power Grid
Grunau’s Ohio fire protection branch 
put its special hazards expertise to work 
during a variety of uniquely-challenging 
jobs at local coal-fired power plants.

Quick Fix Transformers
The Ohio team installed deluge 
protection systems for two industrial 
transformers at W.H. Sammis Power and 
Harrison Power Station. Deluge systems 
use heat detectors to send signals to a 
control panel that operates the water 
valve, which then sprays water through 
a series of nozzles.

Transformer projects usually require an 
extremely fast turnaround, but Grunau 
faced an added challenge at Sammis, 
where one of the transformers went out 
unexpectedly. Grunau received Sammis’ 
call at 10 a.m. and gathered a team by 
1 p.m. to begin work. The fire protection 
system had to be dismantled in order to 
install the new transformer.

Grunau technicians worked around- 
the-clock for four days to complete the 
job. Once the new transformer was in 
place, they reinstalled the fire protection 
system using most of the existing 
pipes and fittings to minimize cost and 
fabrication labor.

Strict time constraints also were an  
issue at Harrison. Grunau worked over  
a weekend to complete the installation  
and testing within the client’s six-day 
window and with live transformers  
on-site, Grunau employees adhered to 
OSHA power plant regulations. 

Taking Fire Protection to New Heights
For a job at Cardinal Power Plant, 
Grunau removed the fire protection 
system from around the company’s  
coal pipes, which developed holes over 
time due to age and wear. Once the  
coal pipes were replaced, Grunau
installed a modified fire protection 
system around them.

In some cases, the coal piping hung 
nearly 60 feet in the air, so technicians 

used scaffolding and lifts to complete 
the installation. Since multiple trades 
needed to work in parallel on this 
project, Grunau collaborated closely  
with others to ensure a coordinated, 
efficient effort.

“Project Manager Jack Carney and  
 the Grunau team are a real class act  
 and were great to work with.” 

                    — Doug Van Nuys, Fire Protection
                        Supervisor at Cardinal

The Human Element
Grunau customizes fire protection  
systems that not only protect important 
equipment, but also human lives. The 
safety of Cardinal’s workforce took 
priority when the company asked Grunau 
to swap out its CO2 fire suppression 
system with a double interlock preaction 
system. The previous system might 
stop a fire, but it potentially put lives at 
risk by releasing CO2 into the air, which 
could quickly turn toxic for anyone 
trapped inside.

Unlike many systems, which only  
require one trigger to activate, the 
newly-installed double interlock system 
requires two — either smoke or heat and 
loss of air pressure. This ensures the 
system won’t fill electrical areas with 
water unless it’s absolutely necessary.

Grunau delivered high-quality fire 
protection systems that protect both 
people and equipment. 

Grunau installed a new fire 
protection system around one of 
Harrison’s transformers.

A fire protection discharge test is run at 
Sammis after the emergency installation of a 
new transformer.


